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Big Blue Forever  
by Anita Miettunen 
 
Big Blue Forever is inspired by the true story of 
how a blue whale skeleton found on a remote 
beach in PEI was shipped across the country 
and reassembled for permanent display at the 
Beaty Biodiversity Museum in Vancouver. This 
unique Canadian adventure story includes 
intriguing facts about blue whales and their 
environment, and the fascinating process that 
museums go through to uncover, prepare, and 
reassemble skeletons for display.  
 
Blue whales are the largest animals ever to 
have lived on earth. When I first met Big Blue 
at the Beaty Biodiversity Museum, I was 
awestruck by her enormous size. I wondered about her life in the wild. How exactly did she end 
up in the museum? I decided to write Big Blue Forever to tell the story of how the blue whale 
skeleton got to the museum and to raise awareness about this remarkable species that is still 
endangered. 
 

Thematic Links:  
Marine Mammals   Ocean Environments 
Endangered Species   Science Careers 
Environment/Conservation 
 

Activity Ideas: 
 

 What kinds of things can we all do to help protect nature and the environment? Make a 
list of ideas. 

 Nature is full of amazing cycles and processes. Can you think of some natural cycles that 
happen in your own backyard, garden, or outdoor areas in your neighbourhood? 

 Check out these other resources:  

• Beaty Biodiversity Museum, Blue Whale Exhibit: http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-
on/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions/blue-whale-display/blue-whale-project/ 

• About Blue Whales: http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/exhibitions/permanent-
exhibitions/blue-whale-display/about-blue-whales/ 

• Whale sounds: https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/acoustics/sounds_whales.html 

• Documentary: Raising Big Blue (47 min.)  

http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions/blue-whale-display/blue-whale-project/
http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions/blue-whale-display/blue-whale-project/
http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions/blue-whale-display/about-blue-whales/
http://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/exhibitions/permanent-exhibitions/blue-whale-display/about-blue-whales/
https://www.pmel.noaa.gov/acoustics/sounds_whales.html
https://vimeo.com/19403399
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Anita Miettunen is a writer and illustrator who 
loves everything to do with nature and animals. 
She previously worked for Environment Canada 
and currently coordinates a program supporting 
early-career research scientists addressing 
pressing biodiversity issues across Canada. 
Besides having fun in the outdoors, Anita also 
likes reading, drawing, art, and writing. In 
university, she studied biology and 
environmental science. But she’s so inspired by 
children’s writing and illustration that she’s now 
completing her MA in Children’s Literature at 
the University of British Columbia.  
 
Anita has visited many countries, sometimes 
travelling on her bicycle! Her favourite 
adventure so far has been hiking, camping, 
kayaking, and cycling in Rwanda where she even 
saw some gorillas! Anita has two grown 
daughters and has lived in Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, England, Finland, and Japan. She 
currently lives in Vancouver, close to the ocean, in a little white house under a giant fir tree.  
 
Author’s website: http://www.anitamiettunen.com/ 
 
 

Selected Awards: 
 
Big Blue Forever nominated for the 2018 Silver Birch Express Award 
Big Blue Forever selected for the 2018 Reading Lights Program (this means it was chosen for a 
“reading lights” plaque which is now installed on a light post in Vancouver) 

  

http://www.anitamiettunen.com/
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Chinese New Year: A 
Celebration for Everyone 
by Jen Sookfong Lee 
  
From its beginnings as a farming celebration 
marking the end of winter to its current role 
as a global party featuring good food, lots of 
gifts, and public parades, Chinese New Year is 
a snapshot of Chinese culture. Award-
winning author and broadcaster Jen 
Sookfong Lee recalls her childhood in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, and weaves 
family stories into the history, traditions, and 
evolution of Chinese New Year as it travelled 
around the world and became a truly 
inclusive holiday. Lavishly illustrated with 
colour photographs throughout. 
 

 

Thematic links:  
 
Culture    History 
Family    Myth 
Immigration   Tradition 
Celebrations 

 

Activity Ideas: 
  

 Try the recipes included in the book. 
 

 Look up your Chinese zodiac sign. 
 

 Make paper cutouts of the zodiac animals. 
 

 Practice how to say the traditional Chinese New Year greetings. 
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Jen Sookfong Lee was born and raised in Vancouver’s 
East Side, and she now lives with her son in North 
Burnaby, BC. Jen appears regularly as a contributor 
on CBC Radio's The Next Chapter and on CBC Radio 
One and teaches writing at The Writers’ Studio 
Online with Simon Fraser University.  
  
 

Selected Awards: 
  
The Conjoined was nominated for International 
Dublin Literary Award and was a finalist for the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize, and The Better Mother was a 
finalist for the City of Vancouver Book Award. 
 
  

Other Books by Jen Sookfong Lee: 
  
The Animals of Chinese New Year (Orca Books, 2018) 
Gentlemen of the Shade (ECW Press, 2017) 
The Conjoined (ECW Press, 2016) 
Shelter (Annick Press, 2011) 
The Better Mother (Knopf Canada, 2011) 
The End of East (Knopf Canada, 2007)  
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Connor McDavid  
by Lorna Schultz Nicholson 
 
Even as a kid, Connor McDavid was a hockey standout. 
His hard work, talent, and team-first attitude landed 
him the honour of youngest captain ever in the NHL.  
Every season, he rewards his fans with exciting hockey 
action. Amazing Hockey Stories: Connor McDavid 
includes never-been-seen insider photos and comic 
sequences to highlight key moments of his life on and 
off the ice. 
 
 

Thematic Links:  
 
Hard work    Teamwork 
Determination and Dedication Living with Ups 
and Downs 
Sports 
     
 

Activity Ideas: 
  

 Pair up with a partner. Interview each other then write a short biography about the 
person.   

 

 Think of an event in your life (even a birthday party) that was exciting. Make this into a 
graphic sequence, adding the dialogue. 

 

 Think of an event in your life that didn’t turn out the way you thought it would. Make 
this into a graphic sequence, adding the dialogue. 

 

 Make a brochure about your favourite sports team, musical group, television show, or 
movie. 

 

 Research your favourite sports team to find out their history. 
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Lorna Schultz Nicholson has published over 38 books, 
including picture books, middle grade and YA fiction, 
and hockey nonfiction. After graduating with a science 
degree from the University of Victoria, she did 
numerous jobs, including sports researcher, radio host, 
television co-host, fitness coordinator, and rowing 
coach. Whew! Now she's a full-time writer and LOVES 
her job because she LOVES writing for children. Plus, she 
loves visiting schools and spreading the word about the 
importance of reading!  
 
 

Selected Awards: 
 
Fighting for Gold (nominated for the Red Cedar Award) 
Too Many Men (nominated for Diamond Willow Award) 
Fragile Bones: Harrison and Anna (nominated for Red Maple Award, MYRCA Award, Snow 
Willow Award, Writers’ Guild of Alberta Literary Award for Children’s Literature) 
Born With: Erika and Gianni (nominated for Red Maple Award, MYRCA Award) 
Bent Not Broken: Madeline and Justin (nominated Red Maple Award, Writers’ Guild of Alberta 
Literary Award for Children’s Literature) 

 
Other Books by Lorna Schultz Nicholson: 
  
Puckster’s First Hockey Sweater, Puckster’s First Hockey Game (Tundra/Fenn 2012) 
Puckster’s New Hockey Teammate, Puckster’s First Hockey Tournament  (Tundra/Fenn 2013) 
Puckster Goes to the Olympics, Puckster’s First Hockey Tryout  (Tundra/Fenn 2014) 
Puckster Plays the Hockey Mascots, Puckster’s Christmas Hockey Tournament (Tundra/Fenn 
2015) 
Superhero Ninja Wrestling Star (Lorimer 2017) 
Fragile Bones (Clockwise Press 2015) 
Born With (Clockwise Press 2016) 
Bent Not Broken (Clockwise Press 2017) 
A Time To Run (Clockwise Press 2018) 
Roughing (Lorimer 2010) 
Cross-Check! (Lorimer 2011) 
Delaying the Game (Lorimer 2010) 
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Engineered! Engineering Design 
at Work 
by Shannon Hunt  
 
How do you land a car-sized rover on Mars, resolve a 
perpetual traffic jam, or save a herd of caribou from 
potential extinction? Ask an engineer! Engineered! tells 
the story of nine real-life problems for which engineers 
designed inventive solutions. Each chapter features a 
different field of engineering—from aerospace and 
mechanical to the relatively new field of geomatics. A 
seven-step flowchart explains the engineering design 
process that is highlighted by the stories in the book. 
With interesting sidebars, fun factoids, and detailed 
illustrations, this book is designed to show how engineers use their math, science, and 
technology skills to find creative solutions to problems. 
  
When I worked as a children’s science magazine editor, the goal of every issue was to show our 
young readers how science and engineering can be interesting, fun, and creative. Writing this 
book gave me a chance to expand on that theme by telling the story of some incredible 
engineers who prove just that! 
 

Thematic Links:  
Science  Engineering 
Technology  Math 
 

Activity Ideas: 
• Engineers are problem solvers. Use the included step-by-step engineering design process 
flowchart to define a simple problem (what needs to change?) and then brainstorm ideas to 
develop and compare solutions. 
 
• Before starting a project, engineers need to understand the criteria (what people need and 
want from a solution) and constraints (the restrictions or limitations they have to work within). 
What are some criteria and constraints that might make an engineering project challenging?  
 
• Engineering megaprojects (like the Burj Khalifa) are usually described as feats of civil 
engineering, but it takes a team of many engineering specialists—including geotechnical, 
structural, and environmental—to make these build builds a big success. Research an 
engineering project underway (or recently competed) near you to see how many different 
specialists it takes to get the job done. 
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Shannon Hunt grew up on a small sailboat in the 
Caribbean, a circumstance she blames for her 
aversion to all exercise except swimming and her 
ability to tell her stern from her bow—which she 
admits is not a particularly useful life skill. After 
university, she founded two children’s science 
magazines with a computer engineering graduate 
who wanted to make science and engineering 
interesting and entertaining. She lives in Victoria, 
British Columbia, with her husband, two awesome 
kids, and a crazy Labradoodle—who all engineer 
equal parts magic and mayhem into her life. 
  

Selected Awards: 
 
2018 Best Books for Kids & Teens, Canadian Children's Book Centre (Engineered!) 
2017 Eureka! Honor Award, California Reading Association, for Engineered!  
2001 Michael Smith Award for Science Promotion  
1997 Eve Savory Award for Science Communication 
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A Fair Deal: Shopping For 
Social Justice 
by Kari Jones 
 
Do you ever wonder who makes your T-shirts? Or 
where the melons in your fruit salad are grown? Or 
how soccer balls get those little stitches in them? 
People around the world work hard to grow and 
make the things we use, but we never know who 
they are, how old they are, or how they live.  
 
A Fair Deal: Shopping for Social Justice discusses 
how trade works and explains why we need fair 
trade, a system that makes sure everyone growing, 
assembling, and making the things we use, gets a fair deal for the work they do. Fair trade is not 
about spending more money or buying more stuff. It’s about bringing justice to people around 
the world. Fair trade projects are based on the idea that people need to protect their 
environments, their families, and their homes.  
 
I wrote this book after I met a group of seamstresses in Tanzania who worked for a fair trade 
project. Meeting them made me realize that when we buy things, we are connecting ourselves 
to a whole web of people across the globe.  
 

Thematic Links: 
Fair Trade   Consumerism 
Economics   Global Awareness 
Social Justice 
  

 Activity Ideas: 
 Find out where your clothes come from. Check the tags on your clothing and create a 

list. Use the list to make a map that shows all the countries your clothing comes from. 
Choose a country on the map and make a poster exploring their culture and economies. 

 

 Have a bake sale using as many fair trade ingredients as possible. Use the money raised 
to support a fair trade project.  

 

 Survey your local stores. In the book we learn about a group of Scouts in Wales who 
went around their town and asked all the stores if they carried fair trade products. 
Create a list of shops in your area that carry fair trade items and share the list with your 
friends’ families.  
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Kari Jones dreamed of being an Amazon when 
she was a kid. Not the mythical kind; she wanted 
to be like Peggy and Nancy from Swallows and 
Amazons and spend long summer days heading 
out in a boat and exploring the shoreline. She 
wanted to set up camp and have adventures.  
 
She also wanted to address the injustices of the 
world. Growing up, she lived in many countries 
and often encountered people who didn’t have 
access to clean water or adequate housing or 
good food or free schools. The fire of injustice 
burned within her. 
 
Then she grew up. And the fires within her grew 
stronger. For many years, she looked for ways to 
have adventures and create change in the world. 
She went hiking in the arctic, kayaked among 
whales, worked for an environmental 
organization, travelled to far-flung places, and became a teacher.  
 
When she began writing, the topics she wanted to write about were right there in front of her: 
nature and adventure, bringing justice to the world, having fun with family and friends. These 
have been my passions all her life. And one day she realized she's one of the lucky ones: she 
gets to live her childhood dreams.  
 
 

Selected Honours: 
 
Bolen Books Children’s Book Prize Shortlist (2017), At the Edge of The World 
Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award Shortlist (2015), So Much for Democracy 
Junior Library Guild Selection (2014), So Much For Democracy 

 
 

Other Books by Kari Jones: 
 
At The Edge Of The World (Orca Book Publishers, 2016) 
Shimmy (Orca Book Publishers, 2015) 
So Much for Democracy (Orca Book Publishers, 2014) 
Out Of Season (Orca Book Publishers, 2012) 
Storm Tide (Orca Book Publishers, 2011) 
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5 Giraffes 
by Anne Innis Dagg 
 
Mighty Lmara is a stately male giraffe and an 
icon who has lived for many years in Samburu 
National Reserve in Kenya. By contrast, Safari 
is a six-foot baby giraffe thriving in a safari 
park not far from Toronto; she is one of the 
first giraffes ever born using artificial 
insemination. Gemina’s life in California 
inspires children with disabilities, as she 
herself lived well despite her crippled neck. 
F008, a rare Rothschild mother giraffe, has 
been grieving the death of her young son 
killed by a lion; she is comforted because 
many of her friends came by to grieve with 
her. And clever Msitu continues to inspire her 
many giraffe pals because she has learned 
how to make zoo life interesting.  
 

The book 5 Giraffes has other information too: why and how giraffe evolved to be so tall over 
millions of years; how they walk and run; their social system where females and their young live 
in loose groups that males visit now and then; and the need to save giraffe from extinction. 
Twenty years ago there were about 400,000 giraffe in the world; the total now is about 80,000. 
They are being killed because many people need food.   
 
  

Thematic Links: 
 
Giraffe Biology   Animal Sanctuaries 
Dwindling Giraffe Populations Conservation 
  

Activity Ideas: 
 

 Research the different types of giraffe (there are nine subspecies). 
 

 Create statues of giraffe from clay or collages from pictures. 
 

 Find online videos of giraffe activity. 
 

 Raise money to protect the giraffe and make donations to animal sanctuaries. 
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Dr. Anne Innis Dagg loves giraffes. She saw her first 
giraffe while visiting a zoo when she was just a kid—
and it was love at first sight. When she was about ten 
years old, she made it her life's goal to study giraffes in 
Africa. She worked very hard for many years to do 
that.  
 
After high school and university, she was able to 
arrange a trip to Africa. Her dream come true! People 
back then thought women should stay home, so Anne 
used just her initials with her last name when she 
made plans with a rancher to stay at his place in Africa. 
He didn’t know she was a woman. It was going to be a 
surprise. 
 
It took three weeks to get to the giraffes. Anne went 
by ship and drove 1,000 miles in an old car to reach the 
ranch and the giraffes. She documented the behaviour 
of 95 giraffes for six months. When Anne returned to 
Canada, she again went to university and wrote many books and articles about giraffes as well 
as other animals. Many people all around the world learned about giraffes from her work. In 
2016, an award was established in Chicago in her name, the Dr. Anne Innis Dagg Excellence in 
Giraffe Science Award. 
 
Now, a film is being made about Anne’s love of giraffes and all the hard work she did. The name 
of the film is Smitten by Giraffes. Anne hopes that children will study giraffes and other animals 
to make them better known and keep them safe.  
 

Selected Honours: 
 
Lane Anderson Award, Young Adult (2016) for 5 Giraffes 

  
Other Books by Anne Innis Dagg: 
  
Smitten by Giraffe: My Life as a Citizen Scientist (McGill-Queen's University Press, 2016) 
Giraffe: Biology, Behaviour, and Conservation (Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
Animal Friendships (Cambridge University Press, 2011) 
The Social Behavior of Older Animals (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008) 
Pursuing Giraffe: A 1950s Adventure (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2006) 
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L'nu'k, The People: Mi'kmaw 
History, Culture, and 
Heritage  
by Theresa Meuse 
 
Reading this book will increase knowledge 
and understanding about the Mi’kmaq culture, 
past and present. Learn about the many things 
that are still taught today that Mi'kmaw ancestors 
practiced hundreds of years ago. Through 
engaging text and beautiful pictures you will 
discover new and interesting teachings that are 
unique and very meaningful to the Mi’kmaq 
culture today. 
 

Thematic Links: 
 
Traditional Teachings 
History 
Spirituality  
Modern Day Communities 

 

Activity Ideas: 

 Create a group drawing of an Aboriginal community based on the introduction of the 
book. Place one large paper or multiple flip chart pages on the wall. Each child draws at 
least one thing that would have been be in the community. Do the same to draw a 
present-day Aboriginal community. Compare the two drawings. What has changed? 
What’s the same?  
 

 Select and draw a picture associated with Mother Earth as described in the book. Then 
combine your picture with those of your classmates to make a collage.  
 

 Make up a question from the book and see if your classmates can find the correct 
answer.  
 

 Design a talking stick or some other item connected to Mother Earth and take turns 
using the stick or item in a sharing circle.  
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Theresa Meuse grew up in the Mi’kmaw 
community of Bear River and as a 
mature student, graduated from 
Dalhousie University in 1990. She spent 
the next ten years working for two 
major Mi’kmaw organizations and then 
became a self-employed First Nation 
Educator and Advisor. She has written 
another children’s book, The Sharing 
Circle, and has been involved in many 
other published and non-published 
projects. She shares her cultural 
teachings with students within Halifax, 
where she works as an Mi’kmaw 
Aboriginal Student Support Worker. 
Theresa is married with three grown 
children and four grandchildren. 
 

 

Other Books by Theresa Meuse: 
 
The Mi’kmaq Anthology, Volume Two (Pottersfield Press, 2011) 
The Sharing Circle (Nimbus Publishing, 2003) 
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Meatless? A Fresh Look at What You 
Eat 

by Sarah Elton  
 

Humans are eating more meat than ever 

before. At the same time, lots of other people 

are choosing to eat less meat—if any—and 

vegetarianism is capturing widespread 

attention. My book invites kids into the 

conversation about meat and whether or not to 

eat it. I explain what vegetarianism is, why 

people choose it, and how their reasons—

including religion, animal rights, food security, 

and the environmental cost of eating meat—

have changed over time. I hope kids will come 

away from the book with a better understanding of why some people eat meat, why others 

don't, and what kids might consider when making that choice for themselves.   

Thematic Links: 
 

Science    Social Studies 
Nutrition    World Cultures and Societies 
Chemical Reactions   Environment 
Human Body    Conservation 
     Politics 
 

Activity Ideas: 
 

 List five common vegetables that you find at the supermarket that are actually fruits. 
(For example, avocado is often considered a vegetable but is actually a fruit.) 

 What would you serve if you didn't have meat on the menu? Create a menu for a 
delicious dinner using only fruits, vegetables, and other foods like beans and rice.  

 Have an adult cut up some fruits and vegetables into bite-sized pieces. Taste one food at 
a time without looking at what you're eating. Describe what you're tasting—texture, 
smell, and flavour—and guess which fruit or vegetable you've just tried. 

 Make a list of different vegetables you buy, such as potatoes, broccoli, and lettuce, and 

find out how they are grown. Are they dug out of the soil or harvested from a plant? Do 

they travel a long distance to get to your plate? What time of year are these foods in 

season where you live?   
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Sarah Elton is an award-winning author and journalist 
who specializes in writing about food. Her first book for 
children, Starting from Scratch: What You Should Know 
about Food and Cooking, was published in 2014 to wide 
acclaim. Her bestselling books for adults include 
Consumed: Food for a Finite Planet and Locavore: From 
Farmers’ Fields to Rooftop Gardens, How Canadians Are 
Changing the Way We Eat. Sarah was the food columnist 
for CBC Radio's Here & Now for more than a decade. She 
lives in Toronto. Visit sarahelton.ca and find Sarah on 
Twitter @SarahAElton. 
 
 
 

Selected Honours: 
 
Meatless? was shortlisted for the 2018 Silver Birch 
Nonfiction Award and a Vancouver Children's Literature Roundtable Information Book Award. It 
was also selected as a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Book for Kids and Teens. Starting 
from Scratch was shortlisted for the 2015 Red Maple Nonfiction Award, the Norma Fleck Award 
for Canadian Children's Non-Fiction, and a Canadian Science Writers' Association Science in 
Society Book Award. It was named a Quill & Quire Best Book of 2014, an Ontario Library 
Association Best Bet, and a Canadian Children’s Book Centre Best Book for Kids and Teens. 
Consumed: Food for a Finite Planet won the CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Award in 2013, 
and Locavore: From Farmers' Fields to Rooftop Gardens, How Canadians Are Changing the Way 
We Eat  won Gold at the 2010 Canadian Culinary Book Awards. 
 
 
 

Other Books by Sarah Elton: 
 
Starting from Scratch (Owlkids Books, 2014) 
Consumed: Food for a Finite Planet (Harper Collins Canada, 2013; University of Chicago Press, 
2013) 
Locavore: From Farmers' Fields to Rooftop Gardens, How Canadians Are Changing the Way We 
Eat (Harper Collins Canada, 2010) 
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Smiley: A Journey of Love 
by Joanne George 
 
A Journey of Love is the inspirational life’s 
story of Smiley, a Golden Retriever born 
without eyes. The journey takes the reader 
from Smiley's rough start at a puppy mill in 
Ontario, to him becoming an Internet 
sensation and therapy dog to the world. 
Smiley spent his life visiting elementary school 
classrooms teaching children about being 
born different, overcoming adversity, working 
hard to achieve what you want, spreading 
awareness of anti-bullying, and showing that 
everyone has some way of giving back to 
others. I wrote his story as a children’s book 
so that his life lessons could be shared after 
his death. I wanted to leave a legacy for 
Smiley and what he taught the world. Smiley had a magical way of making everyone smile, even 
through photos shared across the world. He was making a difference.  
    
  
  

Thematic Links:  
 
Therapy Dogs     Seeing With Your Heart   
Dog Rescue    Puppy Mills 

Giving Back  
  
 
 

Activity Ideas: 
 

 Write a letter to Smiley the Blind Therapy Dog and tell him how he has inspired you. 
What has he taught you?  
 

 If you see with your heart instead of your eyes, what might you learn about someone? 
Write a list. 
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Joanne George grew up being taught that 
every life mattered. Her dad would rescue 
anything that was still moving, and I was 
always there to help and learn from him.  Our 
home was usually filled with injured birds or 
orphaned bunnies. We regularly stopped 
along country roads to move turtles off to the 
side or pick up a lost dog.  
 
I went to college to be a Veterinary 
Technician and worked in a veterinary 
hospital for twenty-five years. The 
compassion my dad instilled in me became  
the most important thing I needed to know in 
this field. Throughout those years I became 
known as the dog whisperer, training 
troubled dogs and their families, and rescuing 
dogs that people were giving up on and 
finding them new homes. I am now instilling 
those same traits to my eight-year-old son, 
Shepherd. He was very involved in everything 
we did with Smiley, who died in October 2017 
at the age of sixteen. And now we are starting 
a new chapter. Along with supportive husband, Darrin, we have rescued a young dog from 
Oregon who was born with the same condition as Smiley. He has already begun visiting 
classrooms with me to talk about the book. I cannot help but think that Smiley had something 
to do with Sunny coming to us. Sunny is also named quite appropriately, as he has truly 
brightened our days.  

 
Selected Honour: 
 
Smiley: A Journey of Love has also been nominated for a Silver Birch Express Award. 
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The Vimy Oaks: A 
Journey To Peace  
by Linda Granfield 
 
One hundred years ago, at the end of the 
First World War, a Canadian soldier 
returned home and planted some acorns 
he had collected from a French battlefield. 
Now, oak trees grow again along Vimy 
Ridge, each one a descendant of Leslie 
Miller’s Ontario trees. They are symbols of 
peace, international friendship, and 
remembrance that will last for many 
generations. 
 
 

Thematic Links: 
 
First World War History       Friendship 
The Battle of Vimy Ridge and the Canadian National Vimy Memorial Diaries and Journals 
Morse code and Signalling        Farming 
Tree/Leaf/Fruit Identification 
 
  

Activity Ideas: 
 

 Plant one of the Vimy Oaks in your schoolyard or near a cenotaph in your hometown. 
See how at https://vimyoakslegacy.ca/en/. (This is best done April-June or September-
November.) 
 

 Vimy Oaks have been planted in the new Vimy Foundation Centennial Park in France. 
Design a public place where families can go to enjoy nature, have a picnic, and pause for 
a moment of remembrance. 
 

 Leslie Miller and many soldiers kept diaries during the war. Write two diary/journal 
pages telling what your day has been like. Illustrate them if you’d like. 
 

 Design a colouring page based on something you’ve seen in The Vimy Oaks: A Journey to 
Peace. Leave plenty of space for the crayon colours to fill in! 

  

https://vimyoakslegacy.ca/en/
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Linda Granfield is the author of thirty-two history titles 
for young readers and adults. She has received more than 
fifty awards for her books that cover themes such as 
immigration, slavery, and elections. Linda’s books about 
war and remembrance, especially In Flanders Fields: The 
Story of the Poem by John McCrae, are her best-known 
titles. 
 
Linda has presented to over a million Canadian students 
during her career. She has spoken to audiences ranging 
from a few readers in a cozy village library to hundreds 
sitting in history museums. Linda has worked as a 
consultant for documentary films and for remembrance 
programs. These days, she spends time working on a new 
book and on being a grandmother—both things she loves! 
 

 

Selected Honours: 
 
Linda has received more than fifty awards and honours 
for her thirty books for young readers. The Vimy Oaks: A Journey To Peace was also nominated 
for the Silver Birch Express Award (Ontario) and was a starred review book in Best Books for 
Kids & Teens (The Canadian Children’s Book Centre). She was honoured to present the story of 
the Vimy Oaks at the National World War I Museum & Memorial in Kansas City, Missouri. 
 
 

Selected Books by Linda Granfield: 
 
The Road to Afghanistan (Scholastic Canada, 2013) 
Remembering John McCrae: Soldier, Doctor, Poet (Scholastic Canada, 2009) 
The Unknown Soldier (Scholastic Canada, 2008) 
Where Poppies Grow (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2001) 
In Flanders Fields: The Story of the Poem by John McCrae (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 1995) 
 
 


